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recipient of the offering, through the medium of the blood which is shed, 
and in which is symbolized that life which is common to both, is the 
essence of sacrifice, or rather its underlying concept and principle. This 
theory is not limited to bloody sacrifices alone, but also underlies all 
forms of offering, the "first-fruits" being offered to the source of their 
peculiar existence, and acting, by a sort of purification, to prevent the 
evils which would surely result to the individual or the group if this 
ceremony were omitted. Other unbloody sacrifices serve either as a 
"substitute" for the more correct animal victim or are conceived of, as 
in the case of fetishes and material representations of the gods, as being 
animated by their own "life-principle." 

Enough has been said to show the method of the author and the 
thoroughgoing way in which his theory is applied, and further detail 
would be superfluous. The work contains also a consideration of prayer, 
of the cult of the dead, of initiations, fetes, ritual prohibitions, myth and 
dogma, and the development of moral notions, all of which are related 
to the thesis which underlies the work. We may close this fragmentary 
summary with the caution which the author gives to those who would 
always insist that the cult is anterior to the myth, that it is a question of 
the kind of myth. Many myths arise from the desire for an explanation 
of customs, the reason for which is no longer clear, but there are frequent 
cases in which the cult has developed from a myth, particularly when 
there is commemoration of certain events which have become marvel- 
ous (p. 271). 



Chicago, III. 



A. W. Cook 
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Kittel, Gerhard. Die Oden Salomo's: ilberarbeitet oder einheitlich? (Bei- 
trage zur Wissenschaft vom Alten Testament.) Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1914. 
180 pages. M. s; bound, M. 6. 

A son of the veteran Old Testament scholar at Leipzig presents his maiden effort 
to the scholarly world. Two recent works, J. Rendel Harris, Odes and Psalms of 
Solomon from the Syriac Version (1909), and J. Labourt and P. Batiffol, Les odes de 
Solomon (191 1), with some minor treatises were available for his service. The 
numerous articles and other treatises on the Odes of Solomon during the last five 
years have discussed nearly every phase of the problems which have been raised. 
Kittel confines his attention exclusively to the general historical order of the odes. 
This is his problem. The first part handles the style of these documents with some 
considerable acumen. With his specifications of the style he plunges into the second 
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part and deals with various theories of interpolation which advocates have fallen 
back on to defend their interpretations of the odes. Each ode is examined in its 
numerical order, with the chief suggestions of writers as to the interpretations 
which are found therein. The author's conclusions are almost wholly in favor of 
the unity of each ode, an original oneness of each of them throughout the whole 
collection. 

The treatment throughout is scholarly, comprehensive, and clear, with only a 
hint now and then that the author is not widely experienced as a writer. This will 
cure itself in time. 

Schwaab, Emil. Historische Einfiihrung in das Achtzehngebet. (Beitrage zur 
Forderung christlicher Theologie, 17. Jahrgang, 5. Heft.) Gutersloh: 
Bertelsmann, 1913. 169 pages. M. 3.60. 

When Titus took Jerusalem in 70 a.d. he almost stamped out ritual Jewish 
worship as carried on in the temple. Very soon thereafter there arose in synagogue 
worship a special prayer, used both in public and private worship, which was regarded 
as a kind of substitute for the offering which had already passed out of existence. This 
prayer (PISSR) was called the eighteenth prayer. How much more enlightening it 
would have been for the lay reader if the author had printed this prayer in full at the 
opening of his discussion! But he analyzes the elements of the prayer, treats its 
origin, development, and place in the service of today. Many instructive and interest- 
ing facts are recited as to its prime importance in Jewish worship in general. 

Beer, G., and Holtzmann, O. Die Mischna-Text. Uebersetzung und aus- 

fUhrliche Erkldrung. Giessen: Topelmann, 1914. 

The indefatigable editors who are giving us the Mishna in a new and attractive 
edition are making rapid headway. Each successive part reveals the thoroughness 
guaranteed by the name and reputation of the individual authors who are doing the 
real work. - Three new parts are now in hand, which are somewhat uneven in value, 
but still important each in its own sphere. 

Kil'ajim (Verbotene Mischgattungen), by Karl Albrecht, is the fourth Traktat of 
I. Seder. Zeraim. The basis of this special Mishna is Deut. 22:9-11: "Thou shalt 
not sow thy vineyard with two kinds of seed, lest the whole fruit be forfeited, the seed 
which thou hast sown and the increase of thy vineyard. Thou shalt not plow with an 
ox and an ass together. Thou shalt not wear a mingled stuff, wool and linen together." 

The Hebrew text of this Traktat was built up on Lowe's Codex Cambridge Uni- 
versity Library Add. 470. 1; Codex Hamburg 18, and Strack's Codex Hebr. Bible 
Monacensis 95, besides some use of some of the older and first printed texts. Five 
pages of important textual variants appear in an appendix. 

The whole work is divided into three parts: (1) against mixing of seeds, (2) against 
mixing of draught animals, (3) against wearing garments of mixed materials. The 
first occupies three times the space of both of the others together. The author 
rallies to his support in his exposition rabbinical Arabic and Syriac lore and with 
good effect. While quoting ancient authors he is fully abreast of the times in his use of 
the latest investigations of rabbinical and Arabic authors. 

Rosch ha-schana (Neujahr), by Paul Fiebig, is the eighth Traktat of II. Seder. 
Moe'd. The Hebrew text is based on several of the most ancient editions, including 



